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Are protection orders
working for women?

Research commissioned by the Ministry of
Women’s Affairs (MWA) into women'’s
experiences of protection orders is making
good progress.

The Domestic Violence Act (DVA) 1995 is
one important component of the legislative
framework to prevent and reduce
domestic violence.

Protection orders, issued by the Family Court
under the DVA, are a key mechanism by
which women can seek protection under the
legislation. Improving the effectiveness of
protection orders is therefore likely to
improve the safety of women at risk from
domestic violence.

In June 2005, MWA commissioned the
University of Waikato to undertake the
project. Researchers Ruth Busch, Neville
Robertson, Roma Balzer, and Radha D’Souza
will carry out 44 case studies of a diverse
group of women, including those with and
those without protection orders.

Over the coming few months, women
involved in the case studies will be asked to
describe their experiences of obtaining
protection orders, the impact of protection
orders and the response to breaches of the
orders. The researchers hope to be able to
identify those aspects of protection orders
that are working well and areas for
improvement - including barriers that
prevent women from applying for and
obtaining protection orders in the first place.
Interviews will be supplemented, where
possible, by affidavits and interviews with
case informants such as the women’s lawyer.

The research will also include a literature
review, an analysis of case law and an analysis
of statistical information. Discussions with
key people in the domestic violence field are
being undertaken and the researchers have
been asking people to contribute their views
on the accessibility and effectiveness of
protection orders.
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A Researchers Neville Robertson and Ruth Busch discuss progress with
Margaret Young from MWA

Researcher Neville Robertson says that the
enthusiastic response from participants has
been very helpful. ‘People are really keen to
work out ways of making the Act work more
effectively, he said.

An interagency advisory group of
representatives from the Ministry of Justice,
Ministry of Social Development, New
Zealand Police and the National Collective
of Independent Women’s Refuges has been
established to provide guidance to
the project.

Although research is still in the early stages,
some themes are emerging from discussions
with focus groups of domestic violence
practitioners.

Practitioners believe there are inconsistencies
in approaches to breaches of protection
orders in different localities. For example,
some areas are more likely to prosecute
respondents who violate protection orders
than other areas where there is little or
no action.

Team member Ruth Busch, says another
message emerging from domestic violence
practitioners is that there are significant
differences in approaches to breaches that
involve psychological abuse as opposed to
physical abuse. She says: ‘there seems to be
a minimisation virtually of all breaches that
involve psychological abuse and that’s an
























